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Uranium resources: an economic resource is not the same as an energy resource, J.W. Storm van Leeuwen, 12 November 2005
The official figures of the recoverable uranium resources are from OECD NEA and IAEA and published by, 
among others, the World Nuclear Association WNA (formerly: The Uranium Institute).  www.world-nuclear.org/info/inf75.htm



3

���
��. J

& � � �
������	�
	�
	(
��

��
��	�� 
	��
��

���,��	���
�
���������

��
����������(

	��
	�	
�
���������
� 
+

� ���	
	�


���	
1 )
� ������
� �	���
	�����
3
1 )
" �

��
��� �
�6#
+�
��
��
���� 
��--�+

	
	��

������	
������ -	���
�
	� 

& � �	
���+
% :%)
" �
������	�+
��
�������


�
?����,��
���@ 

The world known recoverable uranium resources as function of decreasing ore grade. 
The total in the diagram amounts to 4.5 Tg, more than the official figure of 3.6 Tg. Source: WNA.
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•1 Ton of oil equivalent (toe) = 40 MBtu = 42 GJ
•http://www.bp.com/sectiongenericarticle.do?categoryId=9003079&contentId=7005864

=29EJ

=0.9TW
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J. UK consumption = 232 mtoe = 11EJ .≡≡≡≡ 0.35TW
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Climate Change 

• This section is dealt with in detail by Dr 
Czaja. Here we explore the overall issues.
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